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First, who not willing to continue at such a precarious rate with his clergy, took another method; and, after several other experiments, fixed at last upon an establishment, which has, to a certain extent, continued ever since; viz. that the earls and barons should be called to parliament as formerly, and embodied in one house: and that, the tenants in burgage should also send their representatives: and that the tenants by knight's service and other socage tenants in the counties, should send their representatives; and these were embodied in the other house. He designed to have the clergy as a third estate; and as the Bishops were to sit per baronium in the temporal parliament, so they were to sit with the inferior clergy in convocation. And the project and design of the king was, that as the two temporal estates charged the temporalities, and made laws to bind all temporal things within this realm; so this other body should have given taxes to charge the spiritual possessions, and have made canons to the ecclesiastical body : to this end was the prtemunientes clause (so called from the first word thereof) in the summons to the Archbishops and Bishops, by which he required them to summon such of their inferior clergy to come with them to parliament, as he then specified and thought sufficient to act for the whole body of the clergy. This altered the convocation of the Church of England from the foreign synods; for these were totally composed of the Bishops, who were Pastors of the church;) for the inferior clergy were regularly esteemed only their assistants) ; and therefore the Bishops only were collected to compose such foreign synods, to declare what was the doctrine, or should be the discipline of the Church.
Edward the First projected, making the clergy a third estate, dependant on himself; and therefore not only called the Bishops, whom as barons he had a right to summon, but the rest of the clergy, that he might have their consent to the taxes and assessments made on that body. But the clergy foreseeing they were likely to be taxed, alleged that they could not meet under a temporal authority, to make any laws or canons to govern the Church. And this dispute was maintained by the Archbishops and Bishops, who were very loatluhe clergy should be taxed, or that they should have any interest in making